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From the Prez:

7AT1Th ) ZEZIOITA 1TO0O60 EO ATAOGT B8O x1T
bride AND the photographer! Even for a small beach wedding.

And even though she had another photographepf the

ceremony. Particularly since she was doing all the food herself

for a breakfast, luncheon, and for the afternoon/evening party

and | felt the need to help her as much as | couldll the food

prep work, decorating, and finishing the dress at theakt minute
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preparation for a wedding. Thank goodness for family and

friends that pitched right in. Probably a lesson in there

somewhere, if | think aboutit . . .

Many thanks to everyone whopicked up the slack on the TACC
front while | was gone in Marchz Donna for competition digital
projection, Terry for the Newsletter finalization, Babs for running
the board meeting . . . what a great group of members always
willing to do what needs to bedone.

Nice of you all to keep the snow around until I got back!
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Marilyn
April Member Display at Library (Woodmere)
April 2 (Wednesday) 9 a.m.to5 p.m. Hanging
April 6 (Sunday) 2:00to 4:00 p.m. Reception

April 30 (Wednesday) hours to be announced Take down

Contact John Parker if you can help, or to arrange drop off /
pick up.
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Minutes from the March 13, 2008 Board Meeting

The board met from 5:30 PM to 6:15 PM. Present: Donna
Lane, Babs Young, Terry Clark, Kathy Silbernagel, Hugh
Rea, John Eschelweck and Kathie Carpenter. Guests
Steve Engle and Dave Fox.

The minutes from February meeting were approved.

Treasurerds report: Gener al
Fund $354.46, Scholarship Fund $1,393.77 and the total
for all the funds $4, 282.02. We have 71 current paid
memberships.

John Eschelweck updated the board on the Annual April
Student and Member Display at the library. This is the ot
year and 28 schools are involved. Judging of the student
entries had just been completed by club member, Allen
Newton and Julie Foster, Art and Photography teacher at
Traverse City West Senior High. There were more
student participants this year than last year but Julie
Foster felt that there would be a sharper turn out if the
April date was shifted to
Photography Show which is also in April. The board
suggested increasing the prize money to entice greater
turnout. The board did decide to make all student award
winners honorary members of the club. Allen Newton
volunteered to take John
coordinator of the Student Photography Contest. The
board agreed to wait for
table any decisions until the April board meeting.

Al

John Eschelweck reminded everyone about the annual
photo display at the Traverse Area District Library on

February.
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Woodmere and that the set up is Wednesday, April 2m
from 9 AM to 5 PM with a reception on Sunday, April 6
from 2 PM to 4 PM . Take down is April 30. Volunteers
are still needed, and to contact John Parker. For member
photo entries, note the guidelines in the March newsletter.

Of the board members that are up for reelection all
Expressed &r2interest ® 3tayd®rbthe b& el nekcapadohn
Eschelweck.. Nominations would be discussed in April for
the May elections.

There was a recommendation that the lending library be
put on the web site.

Donna Lane handed out the results of the member survey.
It was pointed out this would help in planning for future
programs for the club. From the attendance records it
was pointed out that on average 17 paid members attend
each club session per month. This does not include
guests.

due to NMCOs

Seminar update was given by Donna Lane. It mentioned
that Eismann will not be the seminar speaker due to date
conflicts and that a new choice will be announced shortly.

as

®onbasLane acted an smsuin fdr Bdrbama White cumedt t
secretary.

Blossom Ridected - Jody Clark - Intermediate
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The Camera Club for Beginners
By Kathy Silbernagel

Being a new photographer and being new to Photoshop
can be two daunting experiences. Camera manuals
seem to be written in Greek, but you are eager to get

off the Auto Mode and take more control over your
shots. Photoshop books seem to be written in Arabic,
but you are eager to learn how to make those

adjustments for minor corrections and those for more

dramatic effects. And if you decide to take on printing

your own images, a thousand other questions surface.

The Traverse Area Camera Club presents a number of
terrific opportunities for Beginners to learn. In fact, the
very purpose of having the club is to create a venue for
the members at all levels to improve their photography
skills.  We are all learning, particularly given the
complexity of digital cameras and of Photoshop. But
being a Beginner presents a particular problem -
sometimes you donot know
guestions t o ask. It ds
attending, listening, reading and experimenting on your
own, you will be amazed how quickly your skills will
improve. Here are just a few ways that the club can
help.

Digital Meetings. A direct teaching effort is
behind the idea of the monthly Digital Meetings. These
meetings are held on the third Saturday of the month at
9:30 AM. Various members volunteer to teach a
particular aspect of Photoshop and generally there are
handouts to take home for review. Some subjects are
basic in nature and others are more advanced. But as a
Beginner, you can absorb a great deal of information

and terminology just by attending and reviewing the
handouts on your own time. The handouts are always
available online, even if you were not able to attend a
particular class.

A very effective way to learn a particular aspect of
Photoshop is to volunteer to teach a Digital Meeting
class. By consulting Photoshop books or online
tutorials, you can gather information for a pr esentation.
To teach is the best way to learn as everyone who has
taught in these classes has remarked. It may seem
daunting as a Beginner, but you will find that teaching a
class is an excellent way to quickly improve your
Photoshop skills.

Competition.  Perhaps the best place to learn general
photography skills is by attending Competition which is
held on the first Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. It is

not necessary to submit an image of your own 1 simply
come to see what other members are doing. Not o nly
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discussions of exposure choices, lighting techniques and
general creative approaches to getting a shot. You also
have an opportunity to submit images for discussion
purposes only which means that you do not need to

participate in the scoring process. This would be an
excellent opportunity for a Beginner to show an image

for some feedback, or to seek a solution to a particular

problem. But submitting yo ur images for evaluation, as
frightening as that may seem in the beginning, is an

excellent way to get feedback, advice and guidelines as
to how your skills are progressing.

The Lending Library. The club has a nice collection

of books pertaining to various aspects of
photography. The next time you are at
a regular meeting or a competition
meeting, check some out. Most of the
books have been donated by club
members.

Field Trips. Field trips are not a
regularly scheduled event, but when
they are announced, a Beginner would
be well advised to attend. Usually a field
trip includes only a small group of people
so it is a great opportunity for asking
questions and for seeing how others are

e S using their cameras and choosing their
i . shots.
The Mentor Program.  Several club

members have volunteered to help other
members on whatever subject matter
another member is having a problem

Torch Lake Curves Babs Young- Advanced

resolving or simply desires to learn



about. It might be a particular Photoshop skill you want
to learn or it might be a camera use issue, but those
members who have generously volunteered their time
can help. You can find the volunteer mentors on the
club website.

Workshops. Workshops occur periodically
throughout the Club year (September through June) and
are designed to be a hands-on

almost equivalent amount of information online and at
no cost whatsoever. At the end of the day, this skill
requires study and a gathering of written materials will
help you learn.

So go forth and shoot! There is a wealth of help
available to you from the club.

learning experience. The subject
matters vary a great deal and involve
both camera use and Photoshop. The
scheduled Workshops can be found on
the club Calendar which can be
accessed from the website.

Creating Your Own Groups. There
are a number of club members who
meet regularly in small groups for their
own purposes. Some go to particular
places for shooting; some meet to
learn better image evaluation skills and
some meet just to discuss general
photographic issues.  Organizing a
group of Beginners to meet would be
an opportunity to review questions you
might hesitate to ask an advanced
photographer (although there really is
no reason to ever not ask anyone

anything.)

The Forum. The Club hosts a Forum website at
tacconline.ning.com. By posting your images, you will
get direct comments and feedback from fellow Forum
members. This is another opportunity to ask very
specific questions and get responses from several
members who are always willing to help.

Flickr.com. The club has a website on Flickr.com

Prayer Beads- Kathy Carpater - Advanced

Photographic Opportunities

Gordon White, Publisher of Truck Camper Magazine, a
free online magazine about the truck camping lifestyle,

under the name fATraverse Ar e abPuklishesstprigsogouiggppphotograppersgvhojuse 5

fun way to see what other members are shooting and
also to display your own work. The entire Flickr website
is an extraordinary way to see what people all over the
world are shooting and there are no doubt Flickr groups
for Beginners only. If not i form one!

On Your Own. Outside of all the opportunities
available to club members, a new photographer should
consider gathering a personal library of books on
shooting and Photoshop and hopefully books on master
photographers as well. Amazon.com has an enormous
selection of books on Photography, many of them used
and therefore at discounted prices. But there is an

their truck campers to camp overnight in remo te areas
and fibe t her eTDhesa storidsinclusld
incredible outdoor photography as well as inspirational
personal stories. He would like to run more stories
about outdoor photographers who use truck campers. |If
you are interested you can contact Gordon at:

http://www.truckcampermagazine.com
phone: 717-581-0743
email: gordon@truckcampermagazine.com

Here is an example outdoor photography article:
http://www.truckcampermagazine.com/index.php?optio
n=com_content&task=view&id=111&ltemid=34

i ght
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Stop - Donna Lane - Intermediate

Board of Directors Seat Open

There wil/ be a vacancy on T/
a two year term beginning July 1, 2008. According to
Article 1X of the Bylaws the nominating committee will
provide a slate of nominees at the April general meeting
(April 17). The nominations will be closed at the end of
the meeting. A ballot will be emailed to the members in
good standing (dues are paid) at least 7 days prior to
the May general meeting. Ballots must be returned prior
to the start of the May general meeting (May 15 at 7:00
p.m.) to Vice President Babs Young. The results will be
announced at the meeting.

Parting Shot - Steve Engle - Master

sy

Duties of the Directors and Officers are outlined in the
Bylaws (www.tacconline.org). | fyou are interested, or

know someone else who would make a good Director,
please contact Babs Young.

If you feel being a Director is not what you want to do
right now, there are many ways to be involved without
being a Board member. There are many committees
that help the Board reach the goals of TACC, and your
help is always welcome.

Congratulations, Alan!

At the April Competition, Alan Newton earned enough
points to move from Beginner to Intermediate.
Congratulations, Alan!

Library Display Opening
Reception

The public is invited to the TAAC reception Sunday,
April 6th, 2-4p.m. at the Traverse City District
Library on Woodmere Street. The reception marks
the opening of the TAAC Annual Library Exhibit,
and Students will receive recognition, and rewards.
Free snacks. Live Classical Guitar music by Gael
Eschelweck. Contact John Eschelweck, 2753983,
with any questions.

or


http://www.tacconline.org/

Old Scratchy - Bruce Bodjack - Advanced

Annual Student Contest

Traverse Area Camera Club is pleased to announce the
winners of the 2008 TAAC Student Photo Contest.
Students, grades 9-12, from 28 Schools in 6 Counties
were invited to participate. Special thanks to Julie
Foster, Art Instructor -TC West Senior High School, and
Alan Newton- Photographer, for helping to judge the
contest. And congratulations to all Students who
participated! Students will be presented their awards at
the Library Show Opening. Here are the Winners:

Grand Prize Kelly Korbel, $100.00

Creative/Artistic Category.

1st place $50.00, Kelly Korbel

2nd place, $25.00, Joe Nueman
Honorable Mention, Carole Fitzsimmons

Open Category
1st place, $50.00, Shealyn McGee

2nd place,$25.00, Jordan Pemberton

Sports/People
1st place, $50.00, Tom Frain

2nd place, $25.00, Bella Treffers
Honorable Mention, Molly Heinritz

Nature.

1st place $50.00, Laura Nickerson
2nd place, 25.00, Molly Heinritz,
Honorable Mention, Laura Nickerson

Charlevoix Pier Light i Steve Engle- Master



